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CHAPTER 6 

No Short Cuts—No Discounts 
Connecting with God 

Jesus directed His disciples to squeeze their entire life through a nar-

row gate. He admonished them to focus their journey along a narrow 

path. Alternate routes divert our energy, distract our attention, and 

don’t end well. Jesus warns, they ultimately lead to destruction.1 Eu-

gene Peterson paraphrased this parable as follows. 

“Don't look for shortcuts to God. The market is flooded with sure-

fire, easygoing formulas for a successful life that can be practiced in 

your spare time. Don't fall for that stuff, even though crowds of 

people do. The way to life―to God!―is vigorous and requires total 

attention.” (Matthew 7:13-14 MSG) 

Jesus sacrificed His life for us because He recognized our immense 

value and intended potential. When we accurately appraise our value 

associated with Jesus, we will pursue Him with complete devotion. 

Connecting with Him offers astonishing benefits. Our life depends on 

His exclusive point of access with the Father—Jesus is the only gate and 

the only way to life. Embracing this singular truth overshadows every-

thing we possess. Jesus paid full price for our redemption. We now 

have an opportunity to invest all that have, and risk all that we are to 

follow Him.  

Using parables, Jesus emphasized the incomparable value of God’s 

Kingdom. In one parable a person sells all they own to buy a field con-
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taining a hidden treasure.2 In another, a person sold all they possessed 

to buy a pearl with great value.3 Without exception, we will never find a 

better bargain. 

The prospect of genuinely knowing God activates a curiosity that de-

fies human reason. The impulse to embrace His love and experience his 

approval captivates our resolve and stimulates our imagination. God 

designed every person with a desire to seek, find, and know Him. He 

composed our psyche with perseverance and patience for this vial 

quest. Our mind, will, and emotions equip and empower us to follow 

where the Spirit of truth leads. 

Once we recognize God’s amazing attributes and notice His awe-

some activity, our focus becomes clear and our quest comprehensive. 

Whole-hearted devotion replaces status quo religion-by-convenience. 

God created us to experience and reciprocate the intensity of His love 

with “all” our heart, mind, soul, and strength.  

No matter how awkward we feel, squeezing our entire life through 

God’s exclusive gate yields rewards worth the effort. Navigating a con-

stricted path, confined to God’s Kingdom, provides an opportunity for 

life’s priorities to align with His abundant provision. 

Distractions may interfere with our progress and disappointments 

may intrude on our determination, but God never deviates from His 

commitment. Along the way, He stimulates our faith with confidence 

and activates our hope with anticipation. God leads us with steadfast 

love and guides us by His almighty strength.4 Navigating the narrow 

way concentrates our attention where we best suited to travel. 

Untapped Opportunities 

If we are honest, most of us meander through life sheltered from 

spiritual reality. Engrossed in natural affairs, we tolerate long seasons 
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of seclusion isolated from our Heavenly Father and distanced from Je-

sus. Encounters with the Holy Spirit are rare since we typically ignore 

His presence and seldom engage in conversation. Our reserved interest 

and detached effort reflect a classic misconception regarding God’s 

availability. 

When our Heavenly Father sent the Holy Spirit, Jesus promised a 

surge in divine access. He said, “… you know Him because He abides 

with you and will be in you.”5 Jesus stressed a reciprocal love relation-

ship where God’s abiding presence takes the initiative; He comes to us 

and He lives within us. Jesus said, 

"If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love 

him, and We will come to him and make Our abode with him.” (John 

14:23 NAS) 

We have yet to comprehend the profound relational advantage that 

the Holy Spirit offers us today. Most of us hardly know God. When was 

the last time you referred to Him by name? Do you even know God’s 

proper name? The one He announced to Moses from a burning bush in 

Exodus 3:13-15 [i.e., Yahweh also spelled Jehovah].  

Too often we settle for vague approximations and hazy abbrevia-

tions without realizing how much more Yahweh offers. Connecting with 

Him requires more than a Bible study for better living. It involves more 

than singing a song or saying a prayer during religious ceremonies. Je-

sus initiated a radical life-transforming adventure that extends far be-

yond theology and religion. The Spirit of truth came to help us detect 

God’s presence and participate in His divine activity—immense love. 

Creation Reveals God 

A closer connection with our Heavenly Father is possible because Je-

sus made it possible. When God reveals Himself, no one can improve 

upon His methods. He articulates His eternal power and manifests His 
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divine nature through the things that He made. All creation points to-

ward its Creator—with conclusive evidence. Visible sights and audible 

sounds propel us toward spiritual reality. Creation brings God into focus 

with unmistakable clarity. Paul put it this way:  

…that which is known about God is evident within them; for God 

made it evident to them. For since the creation of the world His in-

visible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been 

clearly seen, being understood through what has been made, so 

that they are without excuse. (Rom 1:19-20 NAS) 

Let’s stop going through the motions and start connecting with a fo-

cus that is more deliberate. End this charade of barely knowing God. 

Look intently at the awesome possibilities that Jesus activated when He 

ascended into heaven and sent His Spirit. Now is the time to rend the 

heavens and plunge fully into His love. Tutored by the Spirit of truth, 

this season offers more spiritual reality and divine awareness than any 

of us realize. 
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