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CHAPTER 12 

Worship and Service 

The English words worship and serve appear together in the same context 29 

times in the NAS Bible: 26 times in the Old Testament and 3 times in the New Tes-

tament. In 27 of these instances, the two words appear in reference to idols or 

false gods. For example, Moses warned Israel, “Beware that your hearts are not 

deceived, and that you do not turn away and serve [`abad] other gods and wor-

ship [shachah] them” (Deuteronomy 11:16 NAS).  

Jesus made an exception to this trend. In the remaining two scriptures, both 

Matthew and Luke record Jesus rebuking Satan in the wilderness with the words, 

“It is written, ‘you [Satan] shall worship [proskuneo] the Lord your God and serve 

[latreuo] Him only.’”1 Jesus commanded Satan to worship and serve God alone. 

For humanity however, the Bible does not associate these two words together; it 

neither emphasizes nor implies service as an expression of worship. 

Jesus rebuked Satan by quoting two nearly identical verses in Deuteronomy. In 

a confusing twist, the NAS Bible translates `abad inconsistently; first as worship 

and then as serve. 

“You shall fear [yare'] only the Lord your God; and you shall worship [`abad, 

translated serve by NKJ, ESV, NIV, RSV, YLT98] Him and swear by His name.” 

(Deuteronomy 6:13 NAS), NAS 2020 offers the footnote, “or serve”. 

“You shall fear [yare'] the Lord your God; you shall serve [`abad, also trans-

lated serve by NKJ, ESV, NIV, RSV] Him and cling to Him, and you shall swear 

by His name.” (Deuteronomy 10:20 NAS), NASB2020 offers no footnote. 

 

1 Matthew 4:10 NAS and Luke 4:8 NAS 
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Documenting Jesus’ response to Satan’s temptation, Matthew and Luke indi-

cate that Jesus exchanged the word “fear” (from Hebrew yare') with the Greek 

word proskuneo. Apparently, Jesus upgraded this command for Satan, from pos-

sessing sentiments of fear to expressing a response of worship. Demoniacs re-

sponded decisively with gestures of obeisance, though the Bible does not use a 

word for worship in Greek texts. Whenever unclean spirits saw Jesus, they fell at 

His feet and shouted the truth about Him saying, "You are the Son of God".2 Ac-

cording to lexicons edited by Brown, Driver, Briggs, and Gesenius, the Hebrew 

word yare' means: to fear, terrify, be afraid of, stand in awe of, be awed, revere, 

honor, or respect. Yare' appears 382 times in the Bible, but NAS and other Bible 

translators avoid rendering it as worship. This word indicates a sense of fear, rev-

erence, and awe without suggesting a demonstrative response that conveys sen-

timents of veneration. 

Bow Down and Serve 

Seven other times, the NAS renders the same two Hebrew words for worship 

(shachah) and serve (`abad) as “bow down” and “serve”. Again, all references re-

fer to other gods, except in Genesis 27:29 when Isaac prays that people serve his 

son Jacob and nations bow to him. Also, Psalm 72:11 refers to foreign kings bow-

ing before King Solomon and nations serving him. In addition, Psalm 97:7 uses the 

word serve in reference to graven images while worship refers to other gods or 

angels ['elohiym] worshiping the Lord. 

Writing from Babylon, Daniel used two Aramaic words for service and worship. 

King Nebuchadnezzar blessed the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego be-

cause they had “yielded up their bodies so as not to serve [pelach] or worship 

[cegid] any god except their own God”.3  

When referring to our relationship with God, the Bible avoids associating wor-

ship and service together―except in reference to other gods, Jacob, Solomon, or 

when addressing Satan. Both Old and New Testaments exclude this association 

regarding God and His people. This is not a translation issue since Hebrew, Arama-

ic, and Greek words all affirm this fact. Several contemporary versions of the Bi-

ble, however, create this association when they paraphrase the original text into 

English. 

 

2 Mark 3:11, Mark 5:6-7, Luke 8:27-28 
3 Daniel 3:28 NAS 
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Just as in praise, a wall of partition does not stand between worshipers and 

their service to God. A distinction remains however, for clarity’s sake. While some 

acts of service may share overtones of reverence, respect, and awe, most differ 

fundamentally from a deliberate response of worship. Biblical narratives avoid 

emphasizing service as an expression of veneration. Despite important benefits, 

works of service add neither merit nor substance to gestures of worship. 

In God’s kingdom, we are called to be servants and more than servants. We 

are intimate sons and daughters—fellow workers laboring at His side. As kings 

and priests, we bless others and benefit ourselves by co-laboring with Jesus and 

the Holy Spirit.4 James points out indirectly that good works add utility of life to 

our faith. He asserts, “faith apart from works is dead”.5 According to the NAS, NIV, 

and ESV, faith apart from works is “useless”. Paul adds that spiritual leaders are 

God-given gifts sent to equip the saints for service, so they can build up the body 

of Christ.6 

Caution—Worship Warning 

Performance-based worship tends to be humanity-centered because it diverts 

the focus of our attention from God to our self or to others. N. T. Wright puts it 

this way, “…when we turn from worship to work, we turn from thinking about 

God to thinking about ourselves.”7 Throughout the Bible, worshipers generally 

stopped whatever they were doing to worship God. 

Bowing is an ideal posture for saying little and doing nothing. With face bowed 

or on the floor, most functional activities cease. Lying prostrate does not facilitate 

voice projection, animating thoughts and feelings, or playing musical instruments. 

The downward motion of a bow deprives most senses of their intended use. See-

ing, hearing, touching, moving, and smelling are suddenly restricted to the floor. 

Fixed in the prone position, cardiovascular and respiratory changes occur; lying 

face down elevates pressure on the chest, head, and abdomen. Bowing on the 

ground with knees bent also deprives the legs and feet of blood circulation. Upon 

standing, blood rushes from the head to replenish oxygen-deprived extremities. 

 

4 1 Corinthians 3:9 NAS and NIV 
5 James 2:20, 26 NAS 
6 Ephesians 4:12 NAS 
7 N. T. Wright, For All God’s Worth, Eerdmans Publishing Co., Grand Rapids, MI/Cambridge, 
U.K., 1997, p. 14. 
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This momentary brain drain may trigger an acute blackout, especially when stand-

ing abruptly. Facedown worshipers add elements of vulnerability to their posture. 

Before attending my daughter’s graduation, I spent time waiting on the Lord 

and worshiping Him. Kneeling on the floor in our hotel room, I bowed my head to 

the ground. Ten minutes later, I jumped up to check the time and immediately 

fainted. Smashing my nose against the doorframe, my face slid down the wall. 

After an awkward emergency room detour, I attended her graduation decorated 

in stitches and abrasions. The cost for this lesson was expensive but the memory 

is priceless.   

Worshiping God in spirit and truth does not require a marathon effort that en-

dangers face and skull. Whether brief or prolonged, worshipers convey humble 

homage to God’s worth. They venerate Him through momentary bows and sus-

tained contemplation and meditation. Our Heavenly Father does not demand per-

fection in our methodology or attention span. On the contrary, God wants us to 

appreciate His perfection and the attention that He pays to us. As worshipers be-

come increasingly conscious of God’s actual presence, focusing on His worth will 

become more natural―indeed unavoidable. 

Strictly speaking, worship is more about what we stop doing rather than any-

thing we do. Bowing facedown accommodates waiting not working. It facilitates 

listening, meditating, and contemplating rather than serving. Because worshipers 

recognize God for who He is, they are quick to hear and slow to speak.8 Awestruck 

by His majesty, worshipers devote their attention to His glory and splendor with 

postures of homage, honor, and respect. 

True worshipers are not performers doing worship for God to watch. They 

worship God for His performance. Contrary to popular practice, they take a bow 

for who He is—not for what they do. When our Heavenly Father connects with 

worshipers, His presence, performance, and promises spotlight center stage. Fall-

ing facedown, worshipers become God’s audience. Instead of trying to impress 

Him or enhance their own spiritual experience, they yield attentively and com-

pletely to the one who evokes extreme reverence. 

Service Construed as Worship in the Old Testament 

NAS translators construe service as worship six times in the Old Testament and 

six times in the New Testament. 

 

8 James 1:19 
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Two hundred times NAS translators render the Hebrew `abad (ä-văd') with var-

iations of the word serve. Another 77 times, it translates this verb with words like 

labor, work, slave or enslave, bondage, perform, do, cultivate, and till. Of the 

twelve times that NAS translators render this word worship, only six refer to God, 

i.e., six out of 290 times. These six occasions appear in the chart below. In all six 

verses, translators for the NKJ use the word serve or make sacrifice instead of 

worship. In four of these verses, translators for the ESV and RSV use serve, and 

twice translators for the NIV use the word serve. The literal Catholic translations, 

New American Bible Revised Edition (NABRE) and Douay-Rheims (RHE) use sacri-

fice or serve, except for Isaiah 19:23 where they use worship. 

The Hebrew word, `abad derived its meaning from Semitic roots. According to 

the “Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament”, its Old Aramaic root means to 

do or make. The Arabic root, however, means to worship and obey, and its inten-

sive stem means to enslave or reduce to servitude.9 Gesenius’ “Hebrew-Chaldee 

Lexicon of the Old Testament” confirms this etymology.10  `Abad acquired the no-

tion of worship from Arabic, the language of the Quran from Pre-Islamic Arabia.11 

Old Testament Service Construed as Worship (6 references) 

Worshipers Times Association NAS Verse 

Moses 1 
God told Moses to serve/worship on 

Sinai after the Exodus 
Exo 3:12 

Moses, Aaron 

and Israel 
1 

Pharaoh commanded Israel to go 

serve/worship after the Passover 
Exo 12:31 

Israel 1 
God commands service/worship after 

they enter the Promised Land 
Deu 6:13 

Kings 1 
Exhortation for kings to reverently 

serve/worship the Lord  
Psa 2:11 

Egyptians 1 

After the Lord reveals Himself to 

Egypt, they will serve/worship with 

sacrifice and offering 

Isa 19:21 

Egyptians and 

Assyrians 
1 

Assyrians will come to Egypt on a 

highway to serve/worship 
Isa 19:23 

 

9 Harris, Archer, Waltke, Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament, Moody Bible Institute of 
Chicago, 1980, p. 639. 
10 Gesenius’ Hebrew-Chaldee Lexicon to the Old Testament Scriptures, Baker Book House, 
Grand Rapids, 1979, p. 598. 
11 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arabic (accessed 2/7/2021 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arabic
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1. And He [God] said, ‘Certainly I will be with you [Moses], and this shall be the 

sign to you that it is I who have sent you: when you have brought the people 

out of Egypt, you shall worship [from `abad, NKJ, ESV, RSV render as serve; NA-

BRE and RHE render as sacrifice] God at this mountain.” (Exodus 3:12 NAS) 

2. Then he [Pharaoh] called for Moses and Aaron at night and said, "Rise up, get 

out from among my people, both you and the sons of Israel; and go, worship 

[from `abad, NKJ, ESV, RSV render as serve; NABRE and RHE render as sacrifice] 

the LORD [Jehovah], as you have said. (Exodus 12:31 NAS) 

3.  “You shall fear only the LORD [Jehovah] your God ['Elohiym]; and you shall 

worship [from `abad, NKJ, ESV, NIV, RSV, NABRE, and RHE render as serve] Him 

and swear by His name. (Deuteronomy 6:13 NAS) 

4. Worship [from `abad, NKJ, ESV, NIV, RSV, NABRE, and RHE render as serve] the 

LORD [Jehovah] with reverence [yir'ah means fear (of the Lord), respect, rev-

erence, piety] And rejoice with trembling. (Psalm 2:11 NAS) 

5. Thus the LORD will make Himself known to Egypt, and the Egyptians will know 

the LORD in that day. They will even worship [from `abad, NKJ renders as sacri-

fice; NABRE renders as offer sacrifices and oblations] with sacrifice and offer-

ing, and will make a vow to the LORD and perform it. (Isaiah 19:21 NAS) 

6. In that day there will be a highway from Egypt to Assyria, and the Assyrians will 

come into Egypt and the Egyptians into Assyria, and the Egyptians will worship 

[from `abad, which NKJ, RHE render as serve] with the Assyrians. (Isaiah 19:23 

NAS) 

Service Construed as Worship in the New Testament 

Similar to the Hebrew word `abad, the NAS translates the Greek verb latreuo 

using variations of serve 18 times and worship 3 times, i.e., 3 out of 21 times. The 

corresponding noun latreia occurs as service 2 times, divine worship 2 times, and 

service of worship once.  

Latreia means, “Service rendered for hire; any service or ministration” includ-

ing “the service of God; the service and worship of God according to the require-

ments of the Levitical law” or “to perform sacred services”.12  

 

 

12 http://bible.crosswalk.com/Lexicons/Greek. (5-5-08) 
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New Testament Service and Worship (6 references) 

Worshipers Times Association NAS Verse 

Spiritual  

Circumcision 
1 

Service/worship performed in the 

Spirit of God rather than the flesh 
Phil 3:3 

Brethren in 

Rome 
1 

Become a living sacrifice― 

a spiritual service of worship 
Rom 12:1 

Old Covenant 1 Regulations of divine service/worship Heb 9:1 

Levites  1 Performing divine service/worship Heb 9:6 

Old Covenant 1 
Inferiority of gifts and sacrifices  

offered for sin according to law 
Heb 9:9 

Old Covenant 1 Inferiority of animal sacrifices Heb 10:2 

In two cases, Bible translators introduce a nuance of worship into the Greek 

words, latreuo and latreia. In Philippians 3:3, the NAS, NIV, ESV, and NABRE ex-

tend this notion of service to worship by stating that we are the circumcision 

“who worship [latreuo] in [by or through] the Spirit of God”. The NKJ uses, “who 

worship God in the Spirit” and RHE uses, “who in spirit serve”. 

In Romans 12:1, Paul urges his readers to present their bodies as a living sacri-

fice, which NAS translators describe as their “spiritual service of worship”. The 

phrase “service of worship” comes from one Greek noun, latreia, which transla-

tors normally render as “service” without association to worship. The ESV and 

NABRE render latreia as “spiritual worship”. The NIV extends latreia into a “spir-

itual act of worship”. RHE uses “reasonable service”. 

In Romans 12:1, the NAS combines the concept of service with worship by de-

scribing our sacrifice as a “spiritual service of worship.” The word “spiritual” here 

comes from the Greek word logikos, which means: “pertaining to speech or 

speaking; pertaining to the reason or logic; pertaining to the soul or spiritual, 

agreeable to reason, following reason, reasonable, logical.”13  

The New Testament uses logikos in one other place, 1 Peter 2:2. Both NAS and 

NKJ translators render it “word”, i.e., the “pure milk of the word”. The NIV and 

ESV translators render it “spiritual”, i.e., “pure spiritual milk”. Without any associ-

ation to worship, the NKJ translators render Romans 12:1 most literally as “rea-

sonable [logikos] service [latreia]”. 

 

13 http://bible.crosswalk.com/Lexicons/Greek. (9-10-12) 
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Chapter 12, Obsolete Models of Worship, considers the concept of worship 

and temple service mentioned in Hebrews 9. 

While the Bible does not emphasize service as a gesture of worship, it supports 

extending reverence to God in everything we think, say, and do. 
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