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CHAPTER 10 

Connection Challenge 

Apart from Christ, no one can reconcile their relationship with God. 

Christian apologist Ravi Zacharias asserts that Christianity, like every 

other religion, has a clear point of exclusion. Jesus embodies that point; 

He is the exclusive connecting point with our Heavenly Father. Before 

rising from the dead and ascending into heaven, Jesus verified this 

claim by fulfilling hundreds of Messianic prophesies.1 He confirmed this 

claim by performing hundreds of signs, wonders, and miracles. With 

unprecedented proof and incomparable authority, He declared, 

"I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the 

Father except through me”. (John 14:6 NIV) 

Peter, being “filled with the Holy Spirit” proclaimed, “Salvation is found 

in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to man-

kind by which we must be saved”.2  

Though fully God, Jesus atoned for our sins by dying as a perfect 

man, in our stead. We receive justification in the courts of heaven be-

cause Jesus satisfied our death penalty. His resurrection after three 

days validates His divine nature, secures our righteousness, ensures our 

redemption, and assures our salvation. No other provision enables fat-

ed sinners to reconnect with their Heavenly Father. Without exception, 

alternate claims of deity are bogus counterfeits. Despite pious promises 

 

1 Alfred Edersheim, “The Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah”, MacDonald Pub-

lishing, Mclean, VA, 1883, 3rd edition, 1993, Appendix IX, pp. 710-741 
2 Acts 4:8 and 12 respectively (NIV) 
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and pompous rhetoric, imposters never come close to reconciling us 

with our Heavenly Father. 

The Lord is One 

The most important commandment cited by Jesus contains two dis-

tinct but inseparable parts. 

• God is one 

• All that we are, must love all that He is 

Jesus answered, “The most important [commandment] is, ‘Hear, O 

Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. And you shall love the 

Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with 

all your mind and with all your strength.’ (Mark 12:29-30 ESV) 

God insists that we view Him as one cohesive whole. Being neither a 

mathematical postulate nor a philosophical hypothesis, God cannot be 

reduced or abbreviated. Quoting Deuteronomy 6:4, Jesus refered to 

this imperative statement as the chief command.3 

Reduce any attribute or condense any trait and God no longer satis-

fies the sacred benchmark. Picking and choosing to abridge any feature 

by any degree, disqualifies Jehovah from divine status. Jehovah and 

Yahweh are alternate spellings of God’s proper name, literally translat-

ed as I Am.4 Without exception, God always remains fully omniscient 

(all knowing), omnipotent (all powerful), omnipresent (ever present), 

eternal (without beginning or end), and immutable (never changes). He 

is spirit, transcendent (above and beyond all else), self-existent, self-

sufficient, sovereign, holy (set apart), sacred, and perfect. Jehovah is 

the source of life, light, love, wisdom, truth, justice, virtue, goodness, 

and righteousness. Since God extends beyond our comprehension, this 

list is by no means all-inclusive. 

 

3 Mark 12:29-30 
4 Exodus 3:13-15 
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Many have tried to dice God into discrete pieces. All have failed. 

Propaganda specialists attempt to assassinate His image with decep-

tion, political operatives attempt to limit His influence with legislation, 

and religious experts attempt to delegate His behavior with edicts. De-

spite these arrogant and presumptuous efforts to divide and conquer, 

God will not slice apart. He remains intact and undiminished. Hacking 

our Heavenly Father, Jesus, or the Holy Spirit into culturally acceptable 

parts and rearranging the pieces to fit our preference, yields an inferior 

deity.  

Despite our diverse doctrines fabricated with mixed motives and 

conflicting interests, God continues to be all that He is. He always has 

been, and He always will be. With flawless integrity, God never chang-

es. 

Connecting All that we are to All that He is 

The appropriate response to God’s greatest command requires love, 

all-out comprehensive love. Connecting with God involves more than 

barely touching index fingers, as Michelangelo’s fresco on the ceiling of 

the Sistine Chapel depicts. It means opening the portal of our soul and 

letting God flood every crevice of our being with His holy passion. It 

means striding across the threshold of time and space and plunging 

completely into His unreserved love. By diving into God’s domain, we 

encounter the undiluted truth about Him and about His ardent feelings 

for us. 

Human brains did not devise a clever theology and label it as God. 

Jesus is not an academic contrivance or a clever convenience that we 

debate and deploy. His divine profile extends far beyond the collective 

insight and compiled foresight of human thinkers. Inseparable from 

truth, God is bigger, stronger, and more complex than anyone can im-

agine or describe.  

Compromised by sin, human ingenuity could not possibly create an 

accurate model depicting God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. No mat-

ter how discerning or oblivious we may be, God comes as a complete 



Page 4 of 7 

package. He brings all of Himself everywhere He goes. Our limited un-

derstanding of God’s presence and purpose does not affect His ex-

traordinary performance.  

God does not expect us to puzzle the sacred mystery of divine unity 

together—that task is beyond us. When we connect with God, He 

chooses the terms, He arranges the times, He sets the agenda, and He 

reveals knowledge of the truth. God defines us―we do not define Him. 

All or Nothing 

Opening our heart to one part of God does not exclude other parts 

from participating. When we experience His love, we cannot filter His 

authority or restrict His judgement. When we encounter His mercy, we 

cannot restrain His justice or refine His righteousness. God holds Him-

self together at all times. Try as we might to divide Him into proper 

fractions, when we embrace one aspect, we cannot expect God to 

withhold another. 

While personified as three in one, God does not offer multiple-

choice menu options. He exists as an integrated whole, complete and 

without substitutions. We are not permitted to customize divine flavors 

independently from one another. When we embrace Jesus, we em-

brace Father, Son, and Holy Spirit as one sovereign entity. Connecting 

with one person in the Holy Trinity grants access to all three. Jesus con-

nects all that we are to all that God is. The resulting union exposes us to 

the full scope of His authority, the full effect of His influence, and the 

full advantage of His resources.  

Our fundamental connection challenge is that we do not have 

enough room in our life for God. It is not that we are too busy that we 

cannot squeeze more Jesus into our schedule. Appointments with God 

do not suit anyone’s partitioned schedule. He approaches the present 

comprehensively―with an all-inclusive regard for the past and an all-

invasive regard for the future. With or without our permission, God 

immerses Himself into every facet of our lives. He abides there for us to 

recognize, realize, and then LOVE with all that He made us to be. 
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Jesus does not want us, to move Him, to the top of our priority list. 

He wants to occupy every conceivable item on every conceivable list. 

He wants to influence every preference, inspire every desire, and in-

form every decision. As our mind, will, and emotions expand into His 

mind, will, and emotions, we naturally adopt His schedule and cling to 

His agenda. Our Heavenly Father aims to infuse every part of our being 

with the full passion of His eternal purpose, implemented by Jesus and 

facilitated by the Holy Spirit. 

Our connection problem is more extensive than time management. 

Jesus designed men, women, and children to immerse all that they are 

and all that they have, do, think, and feel in Him. He does not simply 

want more quiet times from us. He wants all our time―the quiet, loud, 

conscious, subconscious, unconscious, and interactive. That adds up to 

100 percent of all of us, all the time.  

Sacred and Secular 

Introducing the prophetic books in the Message Bible, Eugene Peter-

son cites two false assumptions.  

We assume that the secular is what we are more or less in charge 

of: our jobs, our time, our entertainment, our government, our so-

cial relations. The sacred is what God has charge of: worship and 

the Bible, heaven and hell, church and prayers.5  

Peterson exposes the detrimental effect of this segregated view. He 

describes it as “one of the bad habits” afflicting humanity. When we 

“contrive to set aside a sacred place for God, designed, we say, to hon-

or God but really intended to keep God in his place, leaving us free to 

have the final say about everything else that goes on”.6  

Peterson assures us that “God has something to say about every as-

pect of our lives” because, “Nothing is hidden from the scrutiny of God, 
 

5 Eugene H. Peterson, The Message: The Bible in Contemporary Language (Colo-
rado Springs: NavPress, 2002), 1197-1199 
6 Ibid, 1197-1199 
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nothing is exempt from the rule of God, nothing escapes the purposes 

of God.”7 Using quantitative terms, Peterson recalibrates the scope of 

our perspective regarding God’s infinite magnitude. He says, 

For a people who are accustomed to “fitting God” into their lives, 

or, as we like to say, “making room for God,” the prophets are hard 

to take and easy to dismiss. The God of which the prophets speak is 

far too large to fit into our lives. If we want anything to do with 

God, we have to fit into him.8 

While God has room for us, we lack the capacity to fully appreciate 

His promises, value His presence, accommodate His interests, or con-

tain His possessions. We are too finite to fathom infinitude, too narrow 

minded to grasp eternity, and too opinionated to facilitate His methods 

and motives.  

Jesus is not a good luck charm dangling from our regimented reli-

gion. He refuses to function as a sacred tool or symbolic token de-

ployed to answer our prayers. God’s priorities are dynamic imperatives. 

They are totally invasive and thoroughly pervasive. That means sacred 

and secular distinctions do not exist. Natural and spiritual boundaries 

overlap, blend, and merge because God designed, created, and sustains 

every person, place, and possession. Jesus reigns over everything—He 

always has and always will. 

Connecting with God—A Binary Approach 

God’s invitation to connect implies a two-fold decision. First, we 

agree to disconnect from sin through repentance. Repentance con-

forms our mind and changes our direction to realign with God’s will. In 

response, our Heavenly Father forgives our sins and delivers us from 

the evil one.9 He liberates us from Satan’s oppressive bondage. Second, 

we agree to embrace Jesus Christ as our anointed savior. This decision 
 

7 Ibid, 1197-1199 
8 Ibid, 1197-1199 
9 Matthew 6:12-13 NIV 
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restores our relationship with our Heavenly Father. Paul admonished us 

to “count yourselves [1] dead to sin but [2] alive to God in Christ Je-

sus.”10 This binary approach insures a dependable connection. 

After responding decisively to these choices, God revokes the sin 

penalty that separated us. Reckoning ourselves dead to sin and alive to 

God, we sever our agreement with Satan and secure an everlasting un-

ion with God. This union fuses us together through an invincible bond 

of faith and an inseparable bond of love. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

10 Romans 6:11 NIV 
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