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CHAPTER 15 

Worship and Love 
And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more 

in real knowledge [epignosis] and all discernment [aisthesis] 

Philippians 1:9 NAS 

Knowing the truth about God evokes more than a response of worship; it 

evokes love. Our Heavenly Father did not send Jesus to recruit worshipers. He 

sent Jesus because He loves us. Jesus came to connect us permanently with God’s 

passionate love. The “first and greatest commandment” elevates love as top pri-

ority, not worship.1 Love commands supreme importance because God created us 

for an extravagant exchange of intimate affection.  

Our Heavenly Father seeks informed worshipers because they make the best 

lovers. The more fully we comprehend the truth about God the more completely 

we reciprocate His love. Paul prayed for ever abounding love based on epignosis 

and aisthesis. Epignosis means precise and accurate knowledge.2 Aisthesis means 

discernment based on sensory perception and intellectual insight.3 Each time we 

encounter the truth about God, our love expands. Fond feelings ignite ever in-

creasing respect, fascination, appreciation, affection, longing, and pleasure. 

God is Love  

 God’s love (agape) depends on God’s nature—it’s who He is. Agape stems 

from a sovereign choice conveyed without preexisting conditions; it does not de-

pend on merit or worth. Paul defines agape as follows: “Love bears all things, be-

 

1 Matthew 22:37-38; Deuteronomy 6:5 
2 https://www.biblestudytools.com/lexicons/greek/nas/epignosis.html (accessed 1-11-21) 
3 https://www.biblestudytools.com/lexicons/greek/nas/ aisthesis.html (accessed 1-11-21) 
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lieves all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never ends.”4 The love 

that God extends to us relies on His universal, irrefutable, and everlasting 

choice—nothing can separate us from His love.5 

One phrase sums up God’s law, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”6 

Loving our neighbor extends across a broad continuum―from loving God to lov-

ing others to loving ourselves to loving our enemies.7 Agape flows from God to us, 

and from us to God and others. Our failure to convey love indicates a lack of pre-

cise and accurate knowledge about God. John asserts, “Whoever does not love 

does not know God, for God is love”.8 

Though God loves without condition, “We love because He first loved us.”9 Ex-

periencing true love triggers a reciprocal response; it also activates life-

transforming power. Agape enriches our life, empowering us to love with a trans-

formed spirit, soul, and body. Love invigorates our body, exhilarates our mind, 

reinforces our will, enhances our emotions, and sustains our spiritual fortitude. 

As important as love may be, the Bible does not depict love as a prerequisite 

for worship. By definition worship depends on conditions; it’s contingent on 

worth. God deserves worship based on His merits. His divine attributes, supernat-

ural accomplishments, and eternal promises warrant worship. 

Worship differs from love because it involves a unilateral response. Unlike 

love, worship extends one way—toward one God. We worship Him but He never 

worships us or anyone else. Along with angels, demons, saints, sinners, and de-

moniacs, we worship God without ever receiving worship from God. He alone is 

worthy; no one else merits this response. Though desirable, applicable, and wel-

come, affectionate feelings are not required for expressing gestures of divine rev-

erence. Worshipers venerate God based on His worth, regardless of emotional 

triggers. 

Strong feelings accompanied worshipers described in the Bible. At the loss of 

their beloved children, intense grief marked the worship experience of Job and 

 

4 1 Corinthians 13:7-8 ESV 
5 Romans 8:35 
6 Galatians 5:14 ESV 
7 Matthew 5:44 
8 1 John 4:8 and 16 NIV 
9 1 John 4:19 NAS, NIV, ESV 
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David.10 The Magi “rejoiced exceedingly with great joy” as they approached Jesus 

to convey worship.11 Other worshipers experienced awe, fear, gratitude, anticipa-

tion, and surprise. The Bible avoids mentioning love with stated responses of wor-

ship. Nonetheless, love may and ultimately should accompany gestures of divine 

veneration. While the Bible does not emphasize a direct association between love 

and worship, it does not drive a wedge between the two concepts. God deserves 

worship if for no other reason than He loves us—perfectly, passionately, and per-

sistently. According to Jesus, “we worship what we know”.12 Knowing the truth 

about God includes a keen appreciation for His love. 

Encountering God’s love elevates the value of His worth to inconceivable 

heights. God’s love for us is unquenchable, inseparable, and infinite.13 His love 

dominates top priority in our relationship and merits a demonstrative response of 

facedown veneration. Neither semantic shift nor theological constraint prevents 

worshipers from integrating love with worship. Despite linguistic distinctions, love 

supplements reverence with sentiments of devotion and affection. As we grow in 

love, worship becomes more informed, meaningful, and significant. Each progres-

sive revelation promotes a richer bond of love and a more sincere sense of vener-

ation.  

Jesus affirmed God’s imperative command to love with a fully engaged and all-

encompassing response. Paraphrasing Deuteronomy 6:5 He said: 

"you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, 

and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as 

yourself." (Luke 10:27 NAS) 

Connecting with God incorporates love into every aspect of our thoughts, 

words, and deeds. The more authentic our experience with Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit, the more ardent our response in love and worship. 

Perceptive Faith and Extravagant Love  

As the Holy Spirit reveals the truth about God, a bond of faith and love materi-

alize. The more precise and accurate our facts, the more dynamic our love and the 

more confident our worship. 

 

10 Job 1:18-20; 2 Samuel 12:19-20 
11 Matthew 2:10 NAS 
12 John 4:22 NAS 
13 Romans 8:35 
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All four Gospels describe a woman anointing Jesus with costly perfume during 

a dinner event. Luke describes her as a reputed sinner crashing a party at the 

house of Simon the Pharisee.14 She washed Jesus’ feet with her tears, dried them 

with her hair, then kissed and anointed them from a costly alabaster flask. While 

expressing effusive faith, her love diffused throughout the house. As a former 

prostitute, she knew the truth about herself―that she was a sinner. With ges-

tures extending beyond cultural courtesy, this unnamed woman conveyed strong 

sentiments without speaking words. Jesus interpreted her behavior as an act of 

faith and a response of love. Speaking directly to the woman He said, “Your sins 

are forgiven. …Your faith has saved you; go in peace”.15 He told Simon and the 

guests, “her many sins have been forgiven—as her great love has shown”.16 

Jesus validated her faith, forgave her sins, and lauded her love. In a moment of 

perceptive faith, this woman offered an enormous sacrifice with self-deprecating 

humility. Nevertheless, the text does not state whether she venerated Him as 

God. As Jesus “reclined at the table”, Luke described the woman “standing be-

hind Him at His feet”.  All four Gospel narratives avoid mentioning a Greek word 

for reverence, bowing, kneeling, falling down, or worship.  

Before Jesus rose from the dead, few people recognized Jesus as God. It took a 

while for the apostles and other close followers to realize this radical revelation. 

Perhaps this woman limited her faith in Jesus to that of a prophet or the long-

awaited Messiah anointed to save, deliver, and rule Israel. Under Jewish blas-

phemy laws, worshiping Jesus as God earned the death penalty. Was she aware 

that rabbinic teaching held that only God forgave sins? Had she made the leap 

from loving Him as an extraordinary man to worshiping Him as God? Since this 

woman possessed saving faith in Jesus, did she believe that Jesus fulfilled Isaiah’s 

prophecy? If she believed Jesus was “Immanuel (which means God with us)”, then 

her extravagant behavior suggests a courageous response—extending beyond 

faith, love, and gratitude.17 

Matthew, Mark, and John detail a similar narrative in Bethany shortly before 

Jesus’ final Passover on earth. Bible scholars consider their rendition a separate 

occasion from Luke’s narrative. Matthew and Mark describe Mary the sister of 

 

14 Luke 7:36-50 
15 Luke 7:48-50 NIV 
16 Luke 7:47 NIV 
17 Isaiah 7:14 and Matthew 1:23 
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Lazarus anointing Jesus’ head while he reclined at the house of Simon the leper.18 

John describes Mary anointing Jesus’ feet with pure nard.19 All three writers state 

that her behavior provoked a harsh rebuke from indignant guests for misappro-

priating the costly resource. Jesus interpreted Mary’s gesture as a “good deed” in 

preparation for His burial. 

Mary, the sister of Lazarus, witnessed the resurrection power of Jesus the 

Messiah. She likely agreed with her sister Martha who proclaimed, “I believe that 

you are the Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into the world.”20 The biblical 

text describes Mary’s lavish sacrifice without suggesting a response of worship, as 

it does when the resurrected Christ greeted Mary Magdalene and Mary the 

mother of James.21 After Jesus rose from the dead, “they came up and took hold 

of His feet and worshiped Him.”22 

God Intends to adjust more than our Terminology 

When a person encounters Jesus, worship does not stand out as a topic of ac-

ademic debate or semantic dispute. Though words and concepts exert an enlight-

ening influence on our response, they have limitations. Because meanings shift 

and the syntax changes, responding to the truth about God does not require a 

consensus of dictionary definitions. 

Worship transcends doctrine, dogma, and creeds with their evolving phraseol-

ogy. While God reigns as the prevailing expert in linguistics, He is more concerned 

with restoring worshipers than revising their terminology. When our Heavenly 

Father finds worshipers, He will not judge them based on vocabulary skills or 

technical execution. God esteems heart attitudes focused on truth and synchro-

nized with reality—He seeks worshipers that worship in spirit and truth.23 

When worshipers recognize the truth about God’s love, facedown reverence 

makes perfect sense. Connecting with Him evokes a fully engaged all-

encompassing response. Words alone are inadequate, with or without precision 

definitions. Ordinary human syllables fall short when responding to God’s ex-

 

18 Mat 26:6-13; Mark 14:3-9 
19 John 12:3,7 
20 John 11:27 ESV 
21 Mark 16:1 
22 Matthew 28:9 NAS 
23 John 4:23 NAS 
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traordinary credentials. Affirming our perception of the truth is more important 

than adjusting the nuance of our vernacular or the style of our technique. 

When worshipers encounter the truth about God, they offer a response be-

yond thinking, saying, singing, or giving. They bow low because their exposure to 

spiritual reality surpasses reason, emotion, and theology. True worshipers know 

the truth about God based on personal revelation and direct experience. They 

know who He is, recognize what He has accomplished, and appreciate the eternal 

promise that He guarantees. 

Worshipers Make the Best Lovers 

Growing in God’s love compels us to embrace Jesus as the consummate Bride-

groom. His passion for us pulses with ardent affection despite our past and pre-

sent performance. His divine romance activates volleys of giving and receiving 

based on desire rather than obligation. Despite our many faults and failings, laps-

es and liabilities, nothing can separate us from God’s love.24 His love endures eve-

ry circumstance in life and dominates every scenario in death. 

True worshipers reciprocate God’s love and venerate His worth. They trust His 

intentions and respect His decisions. Undesirable circumstances may occasionally 

cloud their view, yet worshipers rely on His infallible competence. Despite seem-

ingly unanswered prayers, unfulfilled dreams, and unfavorable outcomes, wor-

shipers recognize the sovereignty behind God’s authority. When they embrace 

the substance of their faith, their love never fails; it bears all things, believes all 

things, hopes all things, and it endures all things.25 

Connecting with Jesus evokes extravagant love without a hint of infatuation. It 

evokes informed worship without trace of idolatry. Sealed with a sacred commit-

ment, the faith-love bond of a true worshiper transcends fickle feelings based on 

erratic sentiments. When worshipers realize the truth about God, they willingly 

fall for Him—integrating true love into true worship. Knowing the truth about God 

transforms redeemed sinners into emancipated lovers. He sweeps them off their 

feet because the intensity of His love and density of His passion are more than 

they can stand. 

 

 

24 Romans 8:35, 38 
25 1 Corinthians 13:7-8 NAS 
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